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lt hos only been six months
| since | arived ot our school,
' but | have ta admit this has
probably been one of the most eventful periods in my
life. Before | begin, let me just briefly introduce myself,
The children know me as Ms. Nor and my colleagues know
me simply os Aida. | am Canadian, but | hove been
trovelling and working overseos for the past &6 years. |
started out os a Grade 4 core-classroom teacher in the
city where | grew up, Vancouver. | tought for £ years at
Lion's Bay €lementary School and then was offered o
charice to teach English as a Second Language in Jopan.
| signed o 2-year contract, podked my bogs and boarded
a plane to Kanozawa, Jopon, | stoyed in lopan for 3
years. After my stint In Japon, | moved to Singopore
where | tought for 1 yeor and then | moved to Shanghai,
Chino where | taught for yet another acodemic year befors
| wos offered this position ot our schoaol,

My first day of school was os exciting os o Primany 1's
child first day of school. | waos introduced to the children
during the morning assembly and it was obvious to me
even then that everybody had been waiting and
anticipating my arrival. The children were shy with me
for o grand total of o few days. By the end of the first
week, they were chatting with me in Cantonese peppered
with the occasional English word, They wanted to know
everything about me and likewise | wonted to know
everything about them.

I got the children to help with the decoration of our €nglish
Activity Aoom. The children saeificed port of thelr recess
and their lunch te drow ond color posters so that we can
put up these posters on our bulletin boards. | have to
odmik thak the first month or so wos a teribly busy period
for me for | had to juggle teaching duties with the setting
up of the English Activity Room. Now our Activity Room
is fully decorated and functional and the children love
the time they get to spend there. | hunted high and low
for suppliers and distributors of teaching alds and
resources.  When our order came, the children were
absolutely delighted with their new books, gomes and
toys. | om lucky to be able to see my kids twice o week,
As such, | hove been able to design a structured "Phonics
and Reading Program” for the kids concurrently with
lessons that incorporate poems, songs and o variety of
cultural activities that the children might not have o
chance to experience in their normal English lessons.

The children particularly enjoy singing ond finger ploys.
They love "Eensy Weensy Spider”, "Hickony, Dickory Dock™
and "Where is Thumbkin?’ among other songs, We play
"Scrobble” ot leost once o month and the children are
now so addicted to "Scrabble” that they are willing to
give up their lunch breok
ko come to the €nglish
Rectivity Roem to
challenge each other's
spelling process.  The
children cbsolutely love
honds-on activities. We
had on €aster €gg Hunt
in the school hall and the
children hod o blast
hunting for the hidden
candies. The Primary
Three children wroke their
very own poems for
Mother's Day.  They
made their very own
cards and sent the cards
home to their mothers. The Primary One children mode
their very own "Phonics Word Book” and after the final
binding process, shared the book with the rest of the
school. The Primony Two Children refused to be outdone
and came up with their own "Short Vowels Big Book”
which we put on display on the bulletin board . The
children olso love showing off their skills. e often
receive visitors to our school and each time we have
visitors | find the children demonstrating to our visitors
their £nglish language skills that | myself have not yet
seen. They demonstrate confidence in using their limited
grosp of €nglish and | find this commendable for it reflects
their interest in learning. For instance, we had visitors
from the New South WWaoles Board of €ducation and | was
very pleasantly surprised to see the children chatting
with our two visitors without the slightest hint of shuness
whotsoever and doing their best te convey what they
would like to say in €nglish. They are enthusiastic and
ven excited about leaming and demonstrate a keenness
for English that | find truly amazing .

This enthusiosm is shared even by my collengues. | guess
if we hove a bunch of eager young minds, we ourselves
become a bunch of eager teachers. My colleagues and
| work together to make the leaming envirenment for our
children as conducive and pleasont as possible . | hove
to admit that | am indeed very lucky to hove
the support that | have been given from the
very first day at school. We hove o lot of
activities planned for our kids next yeor and
we look forward to having them back after
the summer,




My Sehocl 5 teachers are nice and potient, I ioue ther _~._-
very much, T oenjoy thelr essons, I movery hoppy with

oy SChool e, Thank wol | My Tauvourite teachers,
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